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The Dove-Tale          ON the COVER                Volume 12,   1st. Quarter 

Customer supplied a mahogany plank about 5” thick x 36+” wide x 66” long.   The best and 

flattest surface became the top and concaved side the bottom as seen in the end photo. 

Barry Cousins 

had the task to 

hand plane the 

surfaces smooth 

as well as the 

sides dressed.  

The bottom 

maintained the 

curved surface of 

the original 

plank.  The base 

was designed  

with massive size 

to complement 

the  heavy plank.  

Note the through 

mortises and the 

pegged tenons.   

One hunk of a 

coffee table ! 

The furniture was crafted in about 1982 & went to Moosehead Lake area. 
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The Dove-Tale                                    CALENDAR of EVENTS                                 Volume 12.   1st Quarter 

April 21  Guild Meeting  CANCELLED   Due to Virus 

May 19  Guild Meeting  Randy Mayse  Buxton 

June 7th ??  Launch of The Virginian Hold for further information 

June 13  Quarterly Meeting  Architectural Talk  Windham                          
       Jim & Linda Hanscom 

July & August Summer Break—NO monthly meetings 

July   Annual Lie-Nielsen Open House—CANCELLED 

September 12 Quarterly Meeting  TBD     Field Trip 

October 20  Guild Meeting  Ron Boes   Windham 

November 17 Guild Meeting  TBD 

December 12 Quarterly Meeting  Wes Sunderland  W. Baldwin 

   December meeting is the Annual Business Meeting and Officer Voting 

Note: Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday evening starting at 6:30 pm. 

 Quarterly meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday and usually begin at 10 am. 

 The Summer months of July & August have NO meeting schedule. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

GUILD of MAINE WOODWORKERS  -  OFFICERS  and BOARD of DIRECTORS. 

President:  Wesley Sunderland Year 2020  Year 2021  ear 2022       

Vice President: Jim Hanscom  Bob Landry (open) Frank Southard Ron Boes      

Secretary:  Barbara White  Bob Kearney  Forrest Proctor Rolf Dries     

Treasurer:  Patricia Sunderland Wes Sunderland Bill Lewis  Randy Mayse   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT:  All woodworkers, from beginners & hobbyists to professionals, are 

invited to join the Guild of Maine Woodworkers where individuals can meet and 

share their knowledge and skills.  Monthly meetings include demonstrations, tool 

discussions, and guest speakers as well as the popular “show & tell” when mem-

bers show off their woodworking products, tools, or gadgets.  Meetings rotate 

around member’s shops.  Maybe you will gain an idea for your shop.  If you need 

help on a project, the Guild is the place to be. 



The Dove-Tale.                               President’s Message          Volume 12.   1st. Quarter 

First item first:  NO April meeting.  The Guild had no host volunteer for February, so 
Gordon, who was scheduled for April, moved to February.  The virus scheduled April 
space conveniently !  Second Item:  The March quarterly was cancelled and moved 
to June’s 2nd. Quarter on a Saturday, calendar indicates the 13th.  It has been 
planned that Jim Hanscom’s wife, a long time practiced realtor in historic homes, 
will present a talk on historic structures and the woodwork architecture that goes 
into the making of these homes.   In addition,  The Virginian, Guild has visited that 
museum two times, is scheduled to be launched on June 7th, a Sunday.  At this mo-
ment, it is unknown if the schedule will hold true. 

Paging forward, you will find on page 5 the result of the paper list handed out at the 
December meeting.  I was pleased about the effort to indicate various categories 
that you are MOST interested to have as meeting demonstrations or a real               
possibility to hold an instructional seminar on that subject.  The newsletter now has 
included more content oriented upon instructional topics.  A “how to do” pictorial. 

In a attempt to print more woodwork fabrication in progress as a reflection of “how 
to do it” skill section, the newsletter  contains several pages of shop craft work in 
progress.  (A picture is worth a thousand words) My personal pictures include the 
importance of clamp work.  The right application brings an object into existence.   
And it may show that a cabinetmaker “never has enough clamps”.   

In addition, several gallery pages  brings out the craft skills of several members.  On 
short notice, I solicited 6 members to hunt down and submit some project photos.  
The response filled up many pages.  An attempt was made to group some similar 
projects together.  As you fabricate your crafts, (request) take pictures and send 
them in for print. Be aware of background. I can “crop” the edges and eliminate the 
junk therefore isolating the object. Then I can enlarge only the subject to see details. 

I had an enjoyable time this March 13th & 14th when I attended the Lie-Nielsen 
“tool event” held at Goosebay Sawmill & Lumber, in N.H. close to Concord.  This was  
a Lie-Nielsen promotional sales of tools event that is held usually on an annual basis. 
It was a two day session that I did a few woodworking demos and a lot of talking 
with fellow woodworkers.  A lot of interesting people out there !  A fun time.   

Goosebay Lumber is similar to Highland Hardwoods offering woods of all species  
where you can select and pick from the lumber racks.  A good selection is available.    
              WES  
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The Dove-Tale             WORKSHEET—Education & Demonstrations          Volume 12.  1st Quarter                               

 
Above reflects the scorecard as members responded to the list of suggested topics that may be in-

cluded in the Guild’s future activities.  The January meeting covered  “hand tool sharpening” and  

“using diamond stones, oil stones, and sandpaper”. This worksheet will orientate meeting direction. 
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The Dove-tale                           January Meeting                     Volume 12,  1st. Quarter 

    Wes Sunderland’s cellar shop 

The cellar shop is a change from the old business     Showing two tool boxes, Newer box on right    

shop with about 10,000 sq. ft., cellar is just 600  ft.   Displays 16-17th century carving on its face. 

Meeting chat and networking with members.        Susan Chandler “show & tell” with nicely made box 

Gordon Swanson “show & tell” explaining birdhouse roof pattern & one of several finished houses. 



The Dove-Tale                          January Meeting (cont.)              Volume 12,  1st. Quarter 

               A demonstration about tool sharpening was the topic for the January meeting. 

Discussion about “geometry of sharpening” on blades was presented with the use of chalk board. 

Plane blades was a major topic and “why planning works was demonstrated on a figured board. 

Above:  use of grinder and keeping metal “cool” and the use of a “tool guide” to work the edge.      
Below:  Different types of sharpening material.  Left-sandpaper  &     right. Various stones. 
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The Dove-Tale                                   February Meeting              Volume 12,  1st. Quarter                             
            Meeting was hosted by Gordon Swanson in his cellar shop 

Gordon’s shop has just been set up since he moved from Virginia this past summer.  A vary spacious 
cellar area that the members took a good look at for ideas to their own shops.   Gordon has had 
many years of woodwork experience that this shop reflects.  There is passion in his work. 

Below:  Gordon shows a project that is applicable to “multi-dovetail “ woodwork, part of his demo. 
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The Dove-tale                               February Meeting (cont.)         Volume 12,  1st. Quarter 

Gordon demos layout and cutting dovetails and he 
shows use of his innovated jig to produce multiple 
dovetails (left).  Dovetail work involved both hand 
work and machine & jig work.  A time saving setup. 

Wes is showing 6 various scraper planes for finishing  

Below:  Wes demos finishing surface of a string            

inlay sample with the use of a “card scraper”. 
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The Dove-Tale                                      TOOL REVIEW  -  Reprint        Volume 12.  1st. Quarter  

 

While soliciting furniture photos from Guild members, Gordon sent an article he authored for the newsletter, The 

Wooden Word, for the Washington Woodworkers Guild he held membership  within.  The article’s about a tool   

review involving a “Shoot plane”.  Interesting analysis of this specialty plane.  Gordon was also active with the     

Capitol Area Woodworkers Guild.  He is now contributing his experiences with this Maine based Guild. 



The Dove-Tale                                                   GALLERY                             Volume 12.   1st Quarter    
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Gordon Swanson 

 

 

                Ron Boes 
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The Dove-Tale                        Methods  -  PROJECT  -  Cradle          Volume 12.   1sr Quarter                        
                                        By:       Gordon Swanson 

Beginning the layout  for the end rails      and      positioning the borings for spindles on the curved end.                

      Beginning assembly                                                          

         Parts for the rocking cradle end. 

         Assembly:   Cradle suspension 

      Basic cradle assembly  w/o base.  

See finished cradle in the Gallery page #16 
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The Dove-Tale                         Methods  -  PROJECT  -  Table Ends         Volume 12.  1st Quarter 

      The fabrication of quarter sawn white oak table ends. 

Page 

(Above) Layout of milled  1-3/4” thick  stock to observe color and grain, and plan space with cuts.  White chalk  “V” 
mark to identify position of pieces.  Green chalk ID’s approximate shape of table end.  (Above) Prior to glue up and 
for access, the 2 center pieces had the circle hole cut . Then matching  the cut joints, center stock is being glued. 

(Above)  Outside right & left stock cut to shape and glued.  Then through mortise holes  dimensioned and cut on    
table saw, the easy way to cut thru mortise holes.            (Above) Through mortise cuts cleaned .  Surface edges must 
be perfect dimensions so when tenons are inserted there remains no gaps.  Inner parts of mortise can be rough.     
(Below left)  Center with right & left ends standing “dry fit” to observe center hole cut and two thru  mortise holes.     
(Bottom right) All three sections, having final machined features, are matched and glued.  These ends are massive. 
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The Dove-Tale                      Methods  -  PROJECT  -  Casework             Volume 12.  1st  Quarter 

                                   Fabrication of small oak cabinet-face frame. 

(Top left)  Use of the layout stick to cross cut milled oak 
strips into dimensioned frame parts, and (top right), from 
layout stick are marked for mortise and tenon milled cuts.  
Note  2 left side and 3 bottom pieces for face frame parts.  
(Left) Mortise and tenons ready to fit positioned face down 
with glue applied to inside mortise holes, face edge, and  
back ends of tenons to back side.  Important, when the  2 
joints are pushed together, the tenon will spread the glue 
deeper into the mortise hole without getting onto the face 
of the frame, and the mortise will spread the glue on the 
tenon for its full length with minor squeeze out to the back 
of the frame.  (bottom left) Frame assembled, face down, 
and notice some glue squeeze out on the back, none on 
the face side.   (bottom right) final check for square by 
measuring the diagonals.  If dimensions indicate out of 
square, then adjust the clamps slightly diagonally to shift 
the frame into square dimensions..  
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The Dove-Tale                             GALLERY              Volume 12.   1st  Quarter    

         Woodwork by Guild Members 

2 above:  Painted installed cabinets (Rolf Dries)    The 4 items shown are painted cabinet work.   
Below:  Adirondack chair  (Gordon Swanson)         Below:  Vanity cabinet with “flush drawer fronts.          
                                                                              Note the even spacing of the “flush fronts” that                                           
                                                                                        are most difficult to achieve  (Ron Boes)  

 Chair                       

(Ron Boes) 

 

         Table                   

(Gordon  S.)            

To include some      

shop fabrication. 
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The Dove-Tale                                            GALLERY                              Volume 12.     1st  Quarter   

     Woodwork by  Guild Members 

Clockwise-above:  Large harvest table  and a burl 

table top (Gordon S.)  Glass top  set in walnut  

frame, side table  (Ron B.)  2 cradles (Gordon S.) 

Lower right is finished cradle from page #12. 

Left:  Shop     

Bench.   

(Rolf Dries) 


